Social Security Benefits
How to Apply for Beneﬁts
You may apply for beneﬁts by telephone or by going to any Social Security oﬃce. Some of the documents
and information you will need are outlined below. You should begin the application process without delay.
This will enable you to determine the documents you have and which documents you will need to obtain.
Your Social Security oﬃce can help you with this.

Information Needed
You will need to submit original documents or copies certiﬁed by the issuing oﬃce. You can bring them to
the Social Security oﬃce or mail them. If mailed, a certiﬁed return receipt requested is advised. Social
Security will make photocopies and return your documents to you.
• Your Social Security number and the deceased worker’s Social Security number -A death
certiﬁcate (your funeral director can provide you with a statement)
• Proof of the deceased worker’s earnings for the last year (e.g., W-2 forms for self-employed tax return)
• Your birth certiﬁcate
• A marriage certiﬁcate if you are applying for beneﬁts as a widow, widower, divorced wife or
divorced husband
• A divorce decree if you are applying for beneﬁts as a divorced wife or husband
• Children’s birth certiﬁcates and Social Security numbers if applying for children’s beneﬁts
• A checking or savings account number if you elect direct deposit of SS beneﬁts (you -will need the
bank’s address and transit number)

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
If you are 65 or older, disabled, or blind, ask the social security representative about the Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) on checks for people with limited income and resources. If you receive SSI, you may
qualify for Medicaid, food stamps and other social services.

For More Information
Write, visit or telephone any Social Security oﬃce. The toll-free number is 1-800-772-1213. You can speak
with a representative 7AM to 7PM.

A Reminder
If the deceased was receiving Social Security beneﬁts, any checks that arrived after the date of death may
need to be returned to the Social Security oﬃce. If Social Security checks were being directly deposited
into a bank account, the bank needs to be notiﬁed of the death.
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Our Service P ledge
Our pledge is to provide you and your family with meaningful, digniﬁed funeral service arrangements with
a paramount commitment to the highest quality standards of professionalism and personal integrity in all
aspects of our conduct and operation.
This guide is provided for you to ensure that every detail we discussed is carried out according to your
wishes. The enclosed information reviews the choices you have made and explains the remaining choices,
which need to be considered. Please feel free to contact us regarding any aspect or detail of the
arrangements for services.
The loss of a loved one and the arrangements for a funeral are two of life’s most diﬃcult experiences. We
hope the professional and personally sensitive eﬀorts of all of us here will help you before, during and
after the funeral.

Our Concern is for You

For many people, the realization of the loss of a loved one begins with the funeral process. The value of
the funeral process can be considered in the following ways:
• It recognizes the value of the life that has been lived and provides a digniﬁed remembrance.
• It provides an opportunity for families, friends and community to share their feelings.
• It provides a psychological awareness of the reality and ﬁnality of death.
Our role here at the funeral home can be thought of in the following ways:
• Digniﬁed caregiver to the deceased and sensitive server to the living.
• Empathetic listener and responsible community contributory.
• Guidance and information provider.
Our funeral home periodically provides or can refer you to helpful programs:
Grief Recovery - Explaining Death to Children - Estate Planning - Pre-Arranging the Funeral
Our funeral home provides or can refer you to grief reference sources: audio-visuals, brochures and
books dealing with most aspects of loss.
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